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From an ad for a fanzine: "Aleo in thles lssue was
Trend in Fantasy Comics'; an article on A, Merritt's sequels by Walt-
er Wentz," And here I've been trylng to convince people for years
that Merritt's novels were funny, snd nobody would listen to me! It

Just goes to show you.
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|Somehow, 1ook1ng over thls issue
~{il(sverything's done but the editor-
"r]ials and the cover), I get the
feeling that I cut the atenclls
.Niin too big a hurry. Not the art,
nIlthe typing. There are a disgustu
W ing number of typoes, and I can
N only glve as my excuse nervous
lglances at the calendar and g
UiiiTrantlc desire to get this show
Jilon the road.

But I'm sure Don & Maggle Thomp-
gon:- don't 11lve in a “"hourse",...
(a hearse equipped with clocks?);
and sure it's not an “examintion“

John Boston is suggesting (the game of taking exams? mint flavored test
papers?....)

Apologles, and I'll try to do better next time. This 18 all first draft,
after all.....sS0 solly.

In thlg lssue you will find s discussion on things upcomlng at Tricon,
among other items the buslness of lighting at the costume bsll. Those
banks of magnesium blinders the movle photogs use versus the right-in-
your-fgce phoof of flashbulbs. 1I'm not rond of elther one - not as ga
costume wearer, but as a slmple audlence-type; there seems to be an in-
ordinate amount of panning across the audience or snapping shots of
interested listeners to panels and speakers. So you're sitting or
standing there minding yovr own business, being inconspicuous and coOm-
fortable, and you inadversntly turn your head and you spend the next
ten minutus blind and the next twenty with watering eyes. BHasn't it
eceurred-te some of these charscters- that 4 falr percentage of fans

are both myoplc and unusually 11ght sensitive - I certainly am, and I
knew.of a number of ‘others who've c¢omménted on the same affllction. And
the poor.speskers and panellsts — I wince everytime I watch some creep

- egarefully run foreward to flash them.full face instead of having the
courtesy-to photegraph the celebrity from tle side, I was on the re-
celving end of that once, and if I‘d had something to throw, the photog
would have had a dbusted camerao

I hope those cameras that work indoors without flash (speed cameras?)
begome -more popular and cheaper, or that the photographers stick to
'photographing the people vwho want to bg phocographed :

"Roscoe Drummond's 001umn in today's paper tekes off on-the "truth in
pagkaging b111" —~.he's agsinst it. Among other things he comes up

~ wlth this gem¥ "%.,.1it-gives vast new powers to government regulatory

* agencles: .., To.ban-cents—off speclal sales which are -an economy to

the customer,"

Huh? :*Oh, Mr, Drummond you've got to be kidding! Eilther that or you've

never done the family shopping. oesn't your wife tell you the facts

of sthe vsupermarket bilrds and bees? Haven't you ever plcked up two lden-

tical packages of the same product, one 1oud1y emblazoned "Speciagl! Cents

off thils package...Unpty Umptygo,You Save,...",and both packages dls -



playing identicel prices? And heven't you ever pointed this out to the
supermarket manager, and hear him swear gbout the fact that five dozen
products g week come out wlth this sort of thing and expect the retail
grocer %o Juggle the different figures in hils head - gnd the customer
to cultivate a good memory when there are no packages wlth the earlier

"higher" price in view (sometimes the cents—off desl is a higher price
then normal, y'know)?

Mr. Drummond aiso mutters that what's needed is enforeement of existing
regulations rather than a new bill. That's lnteresting. Why does Con-
gress sgy the same thing, then annually cut the guts out of the FTC and
FDA appropriations so they have nothing left to hire people to enforce
with? Why when the FDA brings a case against g manufgcturer for short
welghtlng or adulterating food does the thing elther drag through the
courts so long the mabufacturer's already made his plle, or does some
wounded constltuant business scresm bloody murder to his Congressman,
who obediently puts the screws on the FDA to drop the whole thing?

Mr. Drummond, forgive me for suspecting hanky panky, payola, or some-
thing equally unsavory under that plle of verbiage. As somebody who

hes to rassle weekly with fipuring out whether 10 7/16ths ozs. at

287 is a better buy than One Pint, 6,563 fl., ozs, at 32¢. Perhaps the
math mgjors and quick flgure studys have nho trouble with this sort of
thing, but the average housewlfe 1s nelther - she either consumes need-
less time, or says bah and takes a chance (snd 1ikely as not loges money)

or she asks her husbgnd, if he 1s convenientiy along, to do thls sort of
thing, Cuonstantly.

An economy to what customer? The manufacturer of the cents~off product

who's teking a tour of his outlets to see how the product's moving? Oh,
I'm sure he's plegsed gs punch.

I'm just punchy, and tired of running out of fingers to count on.

I meant to comment when I was typing the letter column, but it slipped

by, so I'11l ask here: Does that interesting statement in Eric Blgke's
letter mean that the British are an alien rgce?

My reading since the last issue has included Michener's HAWALI snd Gtin-
ther Grass's TIN DRUM, Michener is rather frustrating; I enjoyed the
book tremendously, but beilng a totpl ignoramus on the subject of Hamall,
and 1 kept wondering how much was whole literary cloth and how much
thinly disguised fact. BSince we have no Hawallan fans, I'11l probably
Just keep wondering.

And Grass's book is frustrating, but in a different way. As I read I
kept getting snatches of pattern and symbollsm —~ and I glso kept getting
a strong sensation thet I was mlssing great big chunks of what I should
be getting, such as the major significance of much of 1t. The psychol-

oglcal motlvagtion is easy enough to follow, but the literary one becomes
a blt more obscure.

Bruce is teking a larger and larger interest in Yandro....now he's be-
come interested in shadling plates gnd lettering guides, and even put in
a few page numbers last issue. We'll pget him trained yet. Wonder iT
hls arm would stand up to cranking out 240 copies each month?......JWC



— .~ |In the lptest QUIP (go late that it
oA 1é1dn't get reviewed this time) Arnte
. |Ketz says "No longer do most fanzine
) (fans maglntaln long deteiled corres-
pondence with upwards of 20 people.”
I see I'm behind the times, as us-
ugl -~ I don't even remember how
long it's been since I corresponded
with as few as 20 people. He goes

on to say how you cenh keep 1in - touech
wlth from 10 to 50 people in an apsa,
TR R e ol with less effort than writing indi-
l e Y i Ll vidual letters, and with responses
0 frocs vt S0 SO B e st Y jifrom people you heven't even written
to! Goshwow, Trouble 18, I prefer to keesp 1ln toueh with people I like, ra-
ther than any chance assortment of fans who happen to belong to an apa,and
I don't really give & damn about responses from people I haven't written
to. I guess I'm stuck wlth letter writing, and putting my more general 1d-
€o8 in YANDRO editorlals, However, this is not to gsay that apas are all
evil, I'm sure they're a good thing for fans who don't cere who reads their
correspondence, as long a8 it's s moderately lerge number of individuals,
(Arnle is probably qulte eorrect in gsaying that 1t's egslier to get egoboo
in an apa; it's not a particularly satisfying form of backpatting for me,
but that's probably just one of my little qulrks.)

I thought we'd get caught up with our letters of comment this time, but
no such luck. In fact, Van Den Broek's letter was chnpped off in the mid-
dle. Maybe you'll get the rest in the next issue, Next time we'll have feu-
er letters, fewer fanzine reviews (since a column for DOUBLE BILL is due
next month), more articles and maybe even (joy!) a plece of fiction,

The last few days I've given up on stf and etarted re-resding Phoebe
Atwood Taylor's detective stories. A pleasant change, even though they
have aged since the last time I resd them; they were written in the 30's
and 1t shows. Still, if anyone knows where I can get coples of the follow-
ing books (all by Phoebe Atwood Taylor) st reasonable prices, let me know:
The Mystery Of The Cape Cod Players, Out Of Order, The Criminsl ¢.0.D,,
Three PIote For Afey May0, =nd Asey Mayo ITi6. I haVe the other 19 books
in the series, though some of them are only in paperback and I would pay
$1 or so for a hardecover, (Paperbacks I'd llke to replace include The Dip-
lomatic Corpse, Spring Harrowing, Deasth Lights A Csndle, The Cape Tod
liystery, Octagon House, and The Perennial EOarder.).Incidentally, daes
anyone know if Miss Taylor ls stlll allve? Probably not, since she wag at
least mlddle-aged in the '30's, and slnce she hasn't had & book published
for about 25 years. Still.....{(I'11 write to her publisher RealSoonNow,
but while I'm thinking gbout it, I'1l just nnte the question here, to00,)

Indisna fan/pro Joe Hensley has a story in the latest MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E.
magazine; I haven't read it yet, but Joe is a pretty falr wrlter, at
tlmes, :

T 88l1d I was behind the tlmes; the Coulsons have finglly succumbed to
the great middle-class fad of Having Cook-Outg (seversl years after the
#14" has passed). We're a bit primitive, though; no fancy metal charcoal
broller with electriec spit for us, Thing is, we had gll these old bricks
Just lying around, and Bruce's grandfather presented him wlith a hand axe,
and there are loads of dead llmbs -- and a couple of dead trees -- out in
the orchard, and,..... anyway, 1it's turned out to be lots of fun, At least.
it's fun for Bruce and I, Juanitg is the one who has to struggle with
cooking over g wood fire. And 1t hasn't cost us a dime,




ned

Final Hugo ballot; there are a few chenges from the list I gave prev-
iously, Squareg Of The City wasn't on the 1ist I got from Ben, and 1t
wag discovered later that TRUMPET hadn't published the minimum required
number of isgues in 1965, 50 ZENITH replaced it, (Which means that all

3 of the 1965 finallsgts - DOUBLE BILL, ZENITH, and YANDRO —- are also
on the 1960 Ballot, First time that's happeneé, I believe,) My votes
were for Squares of the Clty first, followed in order by Dune, And Call
Ye Conrad, Skylark Duguesne, and The Moon Is A Harsh }istress. I hadh't
really lntended to vote Brunner first, but I decided when it came down
to it that I'd enjoyed his novel more than any of the others, and the
hell with the fact that 1t wasn't technically written gs well as Zelaz~
ny's. Heinlein got last place because I don't think it should have been
on this baliot at all; cne installment of a serial appearing in the year
being voted on should not be enough, Other voting, in order: "Doors Of
His Face, Lamps Of His Mouth","Marque And Reprisgl¥, "Star Dock", "Day
0f The Great Shout", and "Repent, Harlequin, Sald The Ticktockman";
WORLDS OF IF, ANALOG, GALAXY, F&SF, snd AMAZING; Freas, Gaughan, Schoen-
herr, Morrow, and Frazetta; YANDRO, NIEKAS, ZENITH, DOUBLE BILL, and
ERB~DOM; Future Hlstory, Lord of the Rings, Foundation, Barsoom and
Lensman, Future History gets first becguse that's the series that got me
started in science fictlion; T admit that nostalgla plays a big part, but
I still consider 1t one of the greatest serles ever written, I suppose,
with the secret ballot and all, I shnouldn't come out and say Jjust who I
voted for, but I'm sticking my neck out ahead of time, I'll even ssy who
I think will win: Dune, "Repent, Harlequin, etc", ANALOG, Freas, NIEKAS,
and Lord Of The Ringe. There, now you can all get annoyed with me. Al
least, now I have a record of what the candldates were, and so on,

Sometimes I wonder how people decide on thelr nominatlons. Novels
aren't 8o bad; I can see g reason for every one of these being on the
ballot, at least, But short storles? There were hundreds of short sto~
rles published in 1965, sll of them pretty much alike. I voted for the
Zelazny story first becauvse I could think beck and remember what it was
sbout, without having to re-read it. The rest are pretty vague (or were,
before I checked on them), except for "Day Of The Great Shout" which I
remembered because it secemed so utterly pointless, Anyway, "Doors Of His
Face" made an lmpression on me, but the others? Bah.

Jim Goodrich sends a cllipping Informing us that 20th-Fox wlll film
"Tom Swift" in 1957. The script is to be "based on the 41 Swift books
(all of them?) written by Victor Appleton®. Gak.

And Mark Kennedy sends some anti-American clippings; one on Canada's
objections to our Ching pollcy and another -- which I guess he just men-
tioned, instead of sending -- about the salmon-fishing dlispute between %
Alaska and British Columbia,

We should have gnother YANDRC out before the TriCon. I'd llke to get
2 issues out, but I wouldn't bet on our doing it. If we get it out early
enough, we'll mail 1t; if not, we'll dietribute it at the con. I'd pre-
fer to mall 1%; it will cost more, but it will be one less thing to
aring along, Many of you will not receive another lssue before the con,
however, mall servilce being what 1t 1s, So I might mention now that we
wlll not be staying at the con hotel, so don't try to find us by asking
the room clerk. During the day, you will probably find me in the huck-
ster's room, trying to mgke expenses by gettlng rid of g lot of dupli-~
cate stf mags and booke, Juanlta will probably divlide her time among
the art show, my table, and the officlal program. At night, we'll be
gomewhere among the party-goers., Look us up; you never get t0 say more
than 5 words to any one person at g conventlon, but we'll try to manage
that much,
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I will agree wlth Stephen Plckering that "religious science fiction"
is an interesting subject for investigation -~ when the investlgagtor
first establishea what he thinks "relligious science fiction" is, It
could mean sf deallng with organlzed religious groups, it could mean
theological speculgtion or the formation of mythologies, or 1t could
mean ethilcs and morgllity, which most people must deal with even if they
are not inferested in the other two. J s

Organlzed religion of the non-fictionagl variety includes the Christ-
ian churches, Islam, Druidism, ete. Writers of sclence fiction ususlly
invent their own, gs does Bob Silverberg in the "Vorsters" gseries, and
Frank Herbert 1n DUNE, Theological speculation as such 1is rarer, The
closest thing to a Supreme Being I can remember off--hand, though 1t's
not very near, 1is the disembodied intelligence who (Wno?) sets up the
single combat which declides a war in Fredrle Brown's Y"Areing'.. Wrlters
‘~gem to be moreé interedted in Man's concepts of God rather then the |

) nature of God ggg se, The third

. category, moral duestioning, ls &

- ecommon source of motivation, For
instance when an Earthman has to
declde whether or not the inhebl-
Tants of some planet should be de—~
stroyed, dealt with, or left glone,
as Patrick does in Jon DeCles’? _
“Forgive Us OQur Debtirs", he ususl-
ly does so on.moral grounds., In
the Belleg story the decision is
mapde because one of the native
creatures has shown consclous grgt-
1tude and compession. The plots
of some of the stories in PII.GRIM-

" AGE by Zenna Henderssn are based on
the confllct arising from the al -
herence of the People to standards
ih which .people say wnat they be -
lieve- : d

" Now this introduction-‘is in-

tended to gsay what (as far as I

can tell) Stephen Pickering .

el started out to say ln the flrst
/\65 peregraph of his review of the
* C.S8. Lewls trilogy. I had a

certain difficulty with that re-

view ~ the books described by

P ickering bear only the slightest

resemblance to the books I read,




repeat read, under the seme tltles. Aside
from his 8tyle, which hopefully will pre-
vent anyone from discovering what he
thought the books were gbout, Picker—
ing's chief problem seems to be his
ighorgnce of the fazect that literasry
crities as well as sclentists azre
supposed to drew thelr conclusions
from first-hand knowledge of the
facts. Being rather fond of Lewls
myself, 1 felt that perhaps some
correction of the facts 28 given

in the revliew should be presented.

C.S. Lewls, far from belng
merely "a philosopher vho has
sensed man's religious spirit",
vas a devout Anglicsn and in
many books an intentiongl
Christian apologlst, as well
as being an important profes-
sor gnd critic of English
litersturse. As Pickering
does say, he was also "g
long-time reader of sclence
fietion." 1In the trilogy,

OUT CF THE SILENT PLANLT,
FLRELANDRA, and THAT HID=-
EOUS STRENGTH, Lewls uses

the technlques/machinery

of science fictlon to present what 1s in varylng degrees a rellglous
theme, OUT OF THE SILENT PLANET (Mars) 1s the most strictly sclence
fictiongl of the three. As Plckering states, there are three orders of
intelligent 1ife: the sorns, more or less humanoid, with thin, spidery
1imbs, who 1lve in the mountalns snd are the intellectuals and scien -~
tists of the planet; the hrossg, rather like otters, the canyon dwell-
ing artists; end the frog-like pfifltrigesl, who are the technologists
and craftsmen and llve underground. These creatures are not themselves
"fallen" - they have no conceépt of evil, but their planet has not been
completely untouched. An attack by the spirit (Oyarsa) assigned to
ILgrth has at some previous time changed the geography of the planet -
blasted 1ts highest areas and destroyed the bird-like fourth order which
hed lived there,

The plot of the book, which began with the hero Ransom's abduction to
the planet, consists of his finaglly successful efforts to get off. In
the process he learns about the planet and its history and galns an ob-
Jectlvity ond understanding unique zmong the men of Earth, which pre -
pares him for hls task in the second book, PERELANDRA,

Lewis'! cosmology, as suggested An the first book, has the planets
being guided by Oyarsu - archangels under a supreme being, Maledil.
There 1s one exception, the oyasrsa of Egrth, whose revolt has made Earth
the cut off, silent planet, It 1s in thls book that s regemblance to
Christian mythology appears. In PERELANDRA the physicist Dr. Weston,
having been posseased by the evil Oysrsa of Earth,brings his spacecraft
to the unfallen world of Perelandra/Venus, Ransom is sent to 1lts de-
fense. It 1s a task to vwhich he feele himeself govasly inadeguate. His
problem 1s how to prevent what 1s in effect the Temptation and Fagll of

@




Eve. Unlike its terrestriasl counterpart, this temptation does not
succeed. Ransom defeats the evil one by destroying 1ts physical ve-
hicle, the body of Dr. Weston. This use of physical means to solve

a morgl problem has always bothered me in this book. BEwlll's use of

a physical body seems to validate violence as a means of opposition,
This,is however, absolute Evil, and historically no one seems to have
been gble to degtroy elther gll Evil or gll Good.

The third novel, THAT HIDEOUS STRENGTH, is set on Earth, The chief
character here is not Ransom, but g young professor named Mark Stud -~
dock who is flattered into the "in-group" of the N.I,C.E. Institute at
Belbury (no, not Belknap -~ that's where Ed Meskys teaches), only to
digscover that that particulsr in-group 1s not quite what he had in mind
at all. The aim of thls organlzatlon is in fact to dominate the worlgd,
exterminating ail 1ife whlch 1s less than human, including lesser humans,
in the process -~ N,I.C.E., 1s Research corrupted into a hideous pgrody
of all 1t might hope to achieve. Meanwhile, Mark's wife, Jane, who much
againgt her will has the seer's power, has been sttracted to St. Anne's
on the hill, an estate which houses a rather odd 1ittle community headed
by Dr. Fisher-King, who is Ransom returned from Perelandrs. These are
the only people able to see through the N,I,C,E. propaganda, and are of
course, flghting it. Both sides want as an ally Merlin, who,dlsturbed
by the conflicting forces, has just risen from his long sleep under the
wood, Merlin represents the primordial earth magic, amoral rather than
either good or bad,

In this third book, the mythology set up 1n the other two sppears
with the addition of Classical, Arthurian, and contemporary elements
(even some references b Numenor). The fusion is not always a happy
one, but Lewis' vivid wrlting is generally powerful enough to carry one
through, The conclusion is all fantasy, a wild sort of Gotterdammerung
in reverse, and although Lewls recognized thet the triumph is not permg-
nen, Good does win.

As g matter of fact, the Lewls trilogy does not exactly fit into any
of the three categorles I set up at the beginning. The first one, organ-
ized religion, does not appear in the first two books becguse in unfsllen
worlds it is unnecessary. Instesd, a religlous mythos (category 2) is
set up, In OUT OF THE SILENT PLANET, ethlcs. are observed, rather than
dealt with. It 4s in PERELANDRA thgt Ransom 1s most actively involved,
In THAT HIDEQUS STRENGTH the good types are too busy for church-going
of the usuagl sort, Formgl Christianity 1s at most alluded to. The
mythology previously estgblished is assumed: 1In thils 1lsst book the
focua is on the cholce which Mark Studdock is forced to make and the
grounde on which he chooses, on the question, "By what values is a man,
at the last resort, to live?"
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FOR SALE OR TRADE: About 60 British m gazines left, 5 1ssues for $1.00.
Seller's choice, or send your want list,

Margaret Dominick, 55 Plum St,, New Brunswick, New Jersey 08901

FOR SALE: Nate Bucklin, P,0. Box 4, Dockton, Washington 98018, is gaf-
-ating and selling his stf collectlon. "This will total something over
300 books and prozines, and 35 inches of fanzlnes -~ the former ftwo
clesses at an average of aground 20 - 26¢ each.®
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(Editor's note to Tackett: Buck may have 3 lssues out between your let-
ter znd the con, but don't count on him wasting space publishing this
sort of stuff. OS50 far, the behind-the-scenes machlnations of fandom
gtrike me gs being incredibly dull, and not even very worthwhile. Since
you expected publlcation, I'm doing you and George g favor (in my usual
gracious manner); otherwise I'd have chucked the whole 10t 1ln the near-
eat wastebasket.)

George Scithers: Amra, Box 9120 Chicago, Illlnois, 60690

Roy éTacketE/ Just wrote, asking how he can introduce g motlon at the
TriGon Business meetlng if he isn't there, to eliminate the provisions
in the present rulees which zllow second ellglibllity for g novel or short
story many yeazrs after flrst publication.

Now, 1t isn't the job of the con committee to introduce resolutions,
It 1s their duty -- and mine in particular —- to make sure that all pert-
inent questions get a chence to be voted on, and that they get put into
proper form beforehand. As for the motion —- I judge that what Roy wants
is to amend the present rules to strike out paragraphs 2.02 and 2.03% and
substitute therefor:

(new) 2,02 Best Novel: A science flction or fantasy novel appearing
a8 a book, magazine serisl, or complete novel for the first time during
the previous calendar yesr. Publicatlon in the year immediately follow-
ing the year of first appearance allows g second year of eliglbllity,
Previous winners are not ellgible. Publlication date, or cover date in
the cese of a dated magazine, take precedence over copyrlght date.

(new) 2.03 Best Short Fiction: A science fiction or fantasy story of
less than novel length published for the first time during the previous
calendar year. Publication date, or cover dete In the case of a dated
magazine, tskes precedance over copyright dste. Indivlidual stories ap-
pearing together as a serles sre ellglble only ss indlvidual stories,and
are not elligible taken together under the title of the series,

As T sald, 1t isn't the job of the con commlttee to introduce motions
-~ but it ig the job of the KUGO committee, Dick Lupoff, Chairman. So:
I'ad suggest you persuade him to put this (or something to the same ef -
fect) before the buslness meeting. Meanwhile, how agbout getting a dis-
cusslon on this 1dea (snd these wordings) going in the fanzines? If the
detsils ran be hasgpled out beforehand in fanzines, then the motlions {one
for esch paragraph) can come up for a slmple aye/nay vote with a minimum
of discussion then.

Roy Tackett, 915 Green Valley Rd. NW, Albuquerque, New Mexico

Well, yas, that's avout what I had 1n mind, George. Backpground here,
chape, 1s that I was somewhat startled to learn that THE LORD OF THE
RINGS, the Lens books, and a couple of others were eliglble for the Hugo
as the best novel of 1965, since they achieved first paperback Publicau
tion last year. ‘“Urk!" I sald. Yes, really and truly, I said "Urk!"
Now it isn't that I don't think —— or 1is it like At isn't that I think —
these to be unworthy of the Hugo. Ah, no., Nothing like that, It ig
Just that they were all wrltten years and years ago and I can't see them
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being eligible for the Hugo as the best of 1965, So I wrote the con
com about it and the letter was evidently passed glong to George.

It seems to me, chaps, that the purpose of the Hugo 1s to recognlze
the best work that appeared originslly in the previous year. And it
doesn't seem falr to drag in something that was originally written or
drawn or published umpteen years ago and declare it eligible simply be-
cause it wgs reprinted in hardcover or softcover or the Scandinavian
last year. Or this year. If I get to Tricon — an unlikely event —-
I want to introduce a resolution in the business meeting to elimlnate
multiple eligibility. But, as I sald, the possibility of my attending
Tricon is remote 80 I would like to have someone who will be there in-
troduce said escolution, . ,

George's new paragraph 2.02: I would like to strike the sentence:
"“Publication in the year immediately following the year of first ap-
pesrance allows a second year of eligibility." One yesr of eligibility
geems gulte enough., If a story isn'% good enough to make it during
the year in which it 1s first published I can see no reason for consid-
ering 1t the next year. :

George's new paragraph 2,03: Fine.,” Ok, Good.

Fanzine discussion. OK. 1I'11 get this into the next Dynatron but
that won't appear until August which doesn't gllow much time for dls-
eussion. But i1t will at least get 1t into fannish vliew. Buck probably
will heve three or four Yandros out between now and then. Dave /Hulan/,
when 1s the next Auslander due? If there is time enough I'll write
something up for Springboard.

Ben Jason, Chairmen-Tricon, 3971 East 7lst St., Cleveland, Ohilo, 4105

- Bubject: Arrangements for Photographers at Tricon Costume Ball.

. I Liked John Campbell'’s bregkdown of the photogrepher'!s problems,’
and, like John, feel that this 1s one department thst I can speak on.
To-save you time referring to John's letter of 4/11/66. the breakdown

.18 repemted below: ' ‘ ' : 4
There are four interested groups: ,
~ - --1s The contestants...who naturglly want good shots of their cos-

: stuning. :

.. 2. The still photogs, who want ‘flash shots. : .

S RERE T B -+ 3. The movie photogs, who want high-intensity
light shots. :
4. "The general audience, who want to get
close and see the costumes and the coOg~ ..
tumed as clogely as possible. '

Having shot every costume ball
since 1953 with the exceptlon of one
(London, 1957), I am in complete
agreement with John's statement that
Group 4 louses up "things for gll
three of the others. There is
no need for @Group 4 to be THAT
CLOSE to the contestants, -
Therefore, elong with Scith-
ers, I will attempt to
- provlde some barrier{such
ag a rope) to sepsarate
, the audliehce from the
contestants, This dis-



tance can be confined to a ressonsble filgure

to 10 feet mgximum) and shouldn't prove gz
hardship on the audience.

Agreelng with John again, TWO SEPARATE PER-
I0DS should be provided: One for the still
photographers and another for the movie photo~
graphers, AND MOST IMPORTANT, 1t sounds re-
dundsnt, Il know, but neither group should be
permltted to shoot while fthe other has its
turn. Like John, I own 2 powerful Meteor Ul-
trablitz Strobeflash gun and it would louse up
several frames on the movlie footage. I respect
thelr problems, snd hope that they respect mnlne.

John, how about that roped-off dlstance? It
troubles me some, You can't be TOO close,since
you would only get psrtial coverage of the con-
tegtants, TOO FAR, 1s no good either, However,
I've shot the dlstsnces indicated in the past
without trouble for myself, but would it suit
the needs of the smaller cemeras, less effl-
clent in the area of gperture openings?

What 1 would REALLY 1ike 1s to have the hotel
provide enough light so that both the stlll and
movle photogs could shoot without flash or
light bars., I've often dreamed of thls setup,
but I guess that 1s all 1t ever wiil be, It
would be nlce to come down there, get a meter
reading, announce to the photographers what they could shoot at znd let
them have a field dasy. But then again, I suppose some idict would pop
up with a film speed that we couldn't match and would rgise helil. ©Ch
well, I can dream, can't I? _

S0, what it bolls down to is this: (1) provide a besrrier %o keep
audlence separated from the contestante and have the photogs in between
to do their shooting and (2) provide X number of minutes for the still
photogs and X number of minutes for the movie photogs. (3) before and
after these periods; it's purely catch-as-catch-can.
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Address Changes:

Fred Gottschalk, 205 South Case Hall, Michigan State Univ,, East

Lansing, Michiggn 48823

Bill Roberts, c/o ¥artin Kearns, 1625 Howard Ave, Burlingame, Callif,

Derek Nelson, 18 Granard Blvd, Scarborough, Ont. Canala.

Earl Evers, 223 Falrview Ave, lMissoula, Montana 59801 (collecting
meil at hils home address whlle he goes through 0CS, he says --
congratulations snd all that., I don't know, but I somehow sue-
pect that offlcers have a better time ln service than elisted men.)

Note: the Iollowing address changes were written on returned YANDROs
by postal employees. Use them with caution (I got one that way for
Fred Gottschalk which was entirely wrong).

Charles & Jane Wells, c¢/o Ely, 50 Lakes, Minnesota {that's an address?)
Greg Shaew, 2707-B McAllister, San Francisco, Californias 94121

Leslie Turek, 3113 Mylanta Pl., Louisville, Kentucky

For the record: FR 182, by George Scithers, wes malled out of Hartford
City on July 25, 1966. =



SOMEWHERE A VOICE, by Erlc Frank Russell (Ace, Log) seven storles by one
of sclence fictlon's better writers, One is 3 persongl fevorite of mine.

I read "Dlsplaced Person"™ when 1t first appeared in WEIRD TALES, and gl-
though I forgot the name of the story and the author in the ensuilng yearg,
I never forgot the story, It's a 1little gem (which cannot bes described
without giving it away) and ln my opinion the il pages 1t takes up ars
well worth the price of the book. This collectlon contalns another of
Russell's best efforts, "Dear Devil" -- perhaps, as some have sald, overl
sentimental, but stlll an outstanding story. "Somewhere A Volce", fiy-Turn"
and "Seat of Oblivion" are fairly average stf; worth resding, but nobody's
ckclee for classic status. "Tiellne" and "I Am Nothing" are slopping ovel
with the maudllin sentimentallty which occaslonally bursts out of Russell,
Both are closer kin to tv soap opera than to good sclence fictlon. But
there is enough good material 1n the collection to eutwelgh two stinkers,
And, since they were publlshed originally between 19%1 and 1953, many of
them wlll be new to the current generation of readers,

WARRIORS OF MARS, by Edward P. Bradbury {Lancer, 50¢) If you go for imi-
tetlon Burroughs, here 1t 1s. In fact, it's rather an uncomfortably close
imltation of the Martian novels of Burroughs and Kline. Bradbury 1isn't as
windy as his predecessors, but otherwise there isn't much difference. His
hero is just ss muscular, and the plot just as unbellevable, as the more
famous novels of this 11k, (It was origlnally published in England; I
suspected when it first appeared that editor liike Moorcock didmn't have
much respect for his readers' 1ntelligence. It seems to have proved popu-
lar, so maybe he was right.)

THE POISON BTLT, .by Sir Arthur Conan.Doyle (Berkley, 50¢) Berkley is ev-
idently out to reprint .31l of the Professor Challenger storles; a laud-
able ambltion. This book contalns the title novelet, the short stories
"The Disintepration Machine" and "When The World Screamed", an articie
about Doyle by John Dickson Carr gnd -~ easily the worst thing in the
book -- an erticle on the "science" of the lead story by Harlow Shapley.
Shepley comes gcross as somewhat of a pompous ass -- after noting that
the "ether" mentioned by Doyle was the ether of physles and’ not of chem-
istry, he devotes several paragraphs to s description of chemical ether,
and 1n his entire 6% pages never says anything worthwhile about elither
Doyle's science or Doyle's story. However, the stories themselves are
well worth-reading., Desplte the fact that "The Polson Belt" was written
An 1912, it is far fresher and more entertaining than 99% of the new
gtories of 1966. Doyle's characters sre real, snd while the scientific
theory behind the story has slnce been dlscarded, it hss never really
been dlsproved, and could conceivably be resurrected gome day -- 1lt's gt
least as respectable as psi power and time travel. In sdditlon, there 1s
8 lovely 'cover by agn uncredited artist. By all means get thls one.

THE PLANETEERS/THE ULTIMATE WEAPON, by John W. Campbell (Ace, 50¢) THE
PLANETEERS conglsgts of 5 storles about space explorers Penton gnd Blgke,
all. of which undoubtedly passeéd for hilarious fiction when they were first
?Hyllshed in 1936, 37 and 38, The humor seems a trifle heavy-~handed in

?
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spots, but they are still acceptably funny storles, in a fleld not noted
for humor, They are also heavy sclence -- a combinagtlion thet I have not
encountered anywhere else. THE ULTIMATE WEAPON is a minor affalr, which

is also funny in spots, but not gs successfully as the flip side. It's
hardly worth wasting time on, but THE PLANETELRS 1s one of the best of the
ancient "classics" that Ace has revived, (I notice 1t isn't llisted as a
"classic", either, which is Jjust as well. The storles are among the very
few of that age vwhich can successfully compete with modern stf.)

INCREDIBLE TALES, by Saki (Dell, 50¢) This contains 31 short stories of
one of the most gruesomely funny writers the world has seen, Very few of
them are fantasy, and none are sclence fiction, but most of them should
be morbid enough to sulit.any fan's taste. sakils style contalns echoes

of Ambrose Blerce and John Colller, but with a difference; Sgki is orig-
ingl, Some of them you've undoubtedly already read ~- "The Open 'indow'"

1s one of the best-known (and best) short stories ever published, But oth-
ers should be new to you, They consist of two types; the "kicker" ending,
which depends on a startling punch~line (many of which are certazinly
startling), and the occasionally grimly humorous tale of somebody who goes
around deflating pompous egoe by saying the sort of things we'd like to
say but that we elther don't dare or can't think of qulckly enough.

PHOENIX FRIME, by Ted White (Lancer, 60¢) A rather more acceptable sword-
and-sorcery yarn, even if 1t 1s based on psi powers. Personally, I thought
thes glmmick uged to transport our hero to his strange world was more than
a trifle tedlous, and the concluding episode not only an anti-climax but
strongly reminiscent of several other gtorles I've read over the years.
However, the descriptlon of the alien world, and the hero's adventures
there, are in the best traditicns of adventure fantasy. Lovely Frazetts
cover, too, (I see Lancer agrees with me that it's better than Warriors
of Mars, since they're charging 10¢ extra for it.) I think Ted will prob-
ably do much better books in the future, but this is » dquite acceptable
novel, (But next time, more aliens and less psi, huh?)

HAWK OF TEC WILDERIESS, by Williem L, Chester (Ace, 50%) Another Burroughs
imitation, It's g long book, and I found it less dull than the works 1t
coples, Terribly unbellievable, however; there simply isn't room in the
arctic for the vast landmass Chester describes -- and there wasn't room
for 1t in 193F when he wrote the story, elther. A "lost land" should he
locgted in a spot where 1t might conceivably be lost. Neither 1s Chester's
description of Indlan tribes particulgrly convincing; there are too many
tribal variations (including plains Indlang with horses) to be encompassed
in anything less than a full continent. Similarly, while his natursgl his-
tory ls accurate enough when it describes animals, he has piled too many
specles 1nto a smgll area. Wolves, tigers, bears, pumas....bah. Still,
I've read worge advanture novels, (I've read some ineredibly bad ones...)

STEF TQ THE STARS, by Lester del Rey (Paperback Library, 50¢) This was
originally a Winston juvenile, but it holds its own with g 1ot of sdult
stf. Setting s the first space station., The US is building it, and beng
sabotaged by the Enemy. The spy-suspense 1s predictable, but del Rey is
convlineing when he talks about construction problems {(and I hope thet's
not Jjust because I don't know anything sbout construction), The plot is
falrly simple and straightforward, 1n keeping with a Juvenlle, but this 1is
not necessarily a fault. Characters are somewvhat two~dimensional, but
pleasantly so; the author wasn't trying to write great literature, and he
succeeded in producing a falrly entertalning novel.

SIEGE PERILOUS, by Lester del Rey (Lancer, 60¢) An "adult" novel about a

®



space station; on the whole, I don't think 1t's as pood =s the juvenile,
It has more sex lnterest, but not much more. It may be supposed to have
humor, but it's so underplayed as to be glmost non-existant, The hero's
abillity to hide out in g space statlon that's been invaded by Martians -~
even comic—~oOpera Martians ~- doesn't seem too credible, It isn't actually
a bad novel, but 1t lsn't a very good one.

NIGHT CF LIGHT, by Phlip Jose Farmer (Berkley, 50¢) Approximately the first
half of thle book was published in the June 1957 F&SF under the same title.
It was the third "Father Carmody" story to appear {and the first of them,
in chrenoligioal order). The.second half of the book 1s a sequel to the
first story, and 1f 1t has appeared anywhere before, I missed 1%, The nov-
el as g whole 1ig another of Farmer's inquiries into religion, Specifically,
what happens to our materlialism when the religlous devotees of an glien
planet can produce real miracles? Do we continue in our luXe-wsrm Christ-
lenity, or do we stert worshipping the new religlon? (Also, what of the

few genuine Christian bellevers —- what do they do?) It's not Farmer's

best book, but 1t'!s good entertalnment. .

WORLDS FOR THE TAKING, by Ken Bulmer (Ace, 40¢) A politico-economical nov-
el transported to the future., Most stf political stories come under the
category which I belleve F. M. Busby called "overthrow-the~-dictator" tales.
Some of them gre fun, but they have no more besring on modern life than
sword-and-sorcery. While Bulmer's story isn't exactly drewn from 1life,the
tale of tension and cross-purposes in the Terran Survey Corps is far more
realistic than most of 1ts type. (You may consider this an advantage or

a handicap, depending on .how much reslity you like in your fiection.,) In
this one, men make mest of thelr own difficulties, and solve -- or fall

to solve -- them according to their nature, The plot was probably borrowed
from Cash licCall or some other mundane flngncial novel, but it makes for
an agree?EIy "different" type of stf story. . {YWith an sgreeably different

ending. '

TFE ¥MAN FROM U,N,C.L.E. #5, The iad Scientist Affalr, by John Philllfent
(Ace, 50¢) In quelity, this One is better than the rirst 3, but not as
good as Ted Johnstone's #4. It gives the flavor of the show in spots —-
such ss the exploding beer bottles -~ but not constantly. As consolatilon,
it provides a lnvely pilcture of the Irlish countryside. The endlng seems
particularly untyplecal; U.N.C.L.E. Just doesn't go in for full-scale

vgun battles, it's a sneaky organization. Recommended to rgbid U,N,C,L,H,
fang, and others with time to kill.

ANATOMY OF A PHENOMENON, by Jacques Vallee (Ace, 60¢) One of the best of
the flying ssucer books. Vallge 1s'obviously "pro-sgucer®, but he is will-
1ng to throw out the more sensatlonagl accounts as hogxes and concentrgte
on the sightings which reelly have something to commend them, I don't
agree with him, but he makes a far better case than most ssaucer enthus—
iasts,

THE COAST OF CORAL, by Arthur C, Clarke (Perennigl Library, 75¢)
THE TREASURE OF THE REEF, by Arthur C, Clarke (Perennisl Librgry, 85¢)

Two books on diving by one of the masters of science fiction. The first
is concerned with an expedltlon to Australlig's Great Barrier Reefy; the
secoend tells of the discovery of g sunken treasure off Ceylon, Both grs
recommended to anyone lnterested 1ln diving, natural history, or Arthur C.
Clarke. Originglly both were published as hardcover books, st exorbltant
prices, by Harper & Row. Slnce Perennial seems to be Harper's paperback
house, I assume that the psperbacks are complste except possibly for color
plates. I found both of them perfectly fasclnating,
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GRUMBLINGS

Don Bensen, MWL Madison Avenue, Kew York, N.Y,, 10022

Your mention of the Roscmary Sutcliff book in #160 prompts me to men-~
tion a reel swords-—-and-sorcery goody coming out this fall, KING OF THE
WORLD'S EDGE by H. Warner Munn. Ace 1is dolng it, but Pyramld almost did
-=nobody could find the author, so we bought the rights from the next-
nesrest proprietor, then found thst Munn had, on his own hook, got in
touch with Ace, who signed him up, giving them a clear title to 1it. Shows
the value of g firm's reputstion--Munn sensibly flgured that Ace was the
most 1likely house for his stuff. TI'm gled someone's doing it anyhow --
1t's a grand story, which I had remembered vividly after one reading in
1939, when 1t ren as a serlal in Welrd Teles. Dezls with a Romgn-British
soldier vho escegpes a dying Britaln after Arthur's fall, snd makes his
way, with Merlin, to North America. There's some good maglec, lots of
actlon, and nice "mysteries-of-history" stuff; Hiswstha is one of the
secondary characters, Historlcal fans and s-gnhnd-s buffs allke should
look for 1it.

/Tch, and I wasted o perfectly good review of KING OF THE
WORLD'S EDGE on Dynatron a2 couple of years ago. Meybe I
can dig 1t out and dust it off and nobody wlll know that
it isn't new. RSC/

Don & Mapgie Thompson, #7826 Hendricks Road, Mentor, Ohio, 4H060

~ The mayor of the clty of Clevelsnd refuses to believe in pollution.
He leans out of his window and apparently menages not to breathe and ses.
He must travel in sir-conditioned cars, Live in an sir-conditioned home
and work in an air-conditioned offilce is 211 we can figure. Municipal
Light Plant belches out different colored smoke at different hours, Rep=-
ublic Steel specializes in pink. foul-smelling smoke (and dumps tons of
polson into the Cuyahoga River). and ineinerators stink up the air with
burning garbage at all hours of the day and night. But Mayor Locher
docesn't believe there ls any pollution. {One of our friends has a buddy
working at Republic Steel who tells of watching = worker switech off the
fllter on the water waste lines from the plant for the evening--when
they're no longer being observed,

Why do you think we moved out of Clevelsnd? (Where you cen't lesve a
window op?n without c¢ollecting grit all over everything in front of the
T.-IindOWo 6a

In response to complaints gbout pollution s eouple of years ago (when
it wasn't as bad as 1t is now, naturally), Mayor Locher uttered the degth-
less 1lne, "You can't just go sround indlscrimingtely enforcing all the
lews, you know," (No, we didn't vote for Locher--who only got about 3
third of the vote in Cleveland, but who won becsuse there were four cand-
ldateg, He consldered that vote a Mandate From the People, by the way,
thet his policies were Tops and he should continue as he had been.,)

With reference to your crow jim editorlglsnippet, Juanits, let me men-
tion that in the deed to our hourse is the clsuse that the place msy not
be 8old to anyone who is not Caucasisn. (It's not legal, but it's there,
just the same.) When we psked the State Title man sbout 1t, he sald that
you cah say in the deed that the property may not be s0ld to anyone whose
1s8% name doesn't bYegin with W', if you went. And any future buyer who
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wants that clauge
removed will have
oo .- Yo tgke the deed

J5RE .. .. 7 %o court and pay
/',J"f,,.- " costs and like
Ty thet to have it
.. o taken out, We're not

: permitted to build even
a tempopmry structure
(1ike a tent) in our
front yard, either. Nothing
closer than 200',by golly.
Someday, we'll have the

'
LAY

° clauses removed, 1f we cgn -——
but we can't afford it at the
moment.

And, dgmn 1t, I do think
that once you've bought some-
thing (especially gomethlng as
expensive as z house), it should

be yours and not be tied up with
the opinlons and prejudlices of someone
R A 213 vho hasn't set foot on 1t or put &
BEA R s e dollar in it for 30 plus years...
TR S Couple of comments on the SEEKERS OF
L ; TOMORROW controversy--prefaced by the remark
D S s L that we do not have a copy of the book, though
X we do have the magazine srticles. First, galley
& : proofs are usually sent to an suthor for proof -
' readlng and other such corrections: if his eyesight
i1s too bzd for the Job, he can find someone to do it for
him. But the suthor must accept at least partisl responsibili*
for errors in the book—-factual or typographical. (I don't mean to carry
this to extremes; it's posslble for someone to miss a few typos. I gather,
however, that in thls case the number was excessive.) GSecond, the mis-
takes In fact in the book are attributable to Sam--if there sre mlstskes.
And 1f there are mistakes, and very many of them, the work's use ags g
reference work 1s pretty poor. 1In the magazline prticles, there were mig-
takes aplenty; we don't (as I sald) know gbout the book,

This is the reason we never bought the Tuck checklists-~-hell, I(Magzie)
found mlstekes in that! And, let me 8lue you, if I find nistakes, there
have got to be thousands of them. Don, of course, found many, many more.
And we didn't dare buy the books; they would have been of no use as ref-
erence materlals (which ls the only use for them), for we Rad no way of
knowing the accurgcy af any piece of information in any of them with which
we were not already familisr.

If there are as many gobs of misinformstion in the SEEKERS OF TOMORROW
wook as there were in the articles, we'!ll mgke do with the articles-—-for
fun, not for reference-~—and not shell out $6 for the book. Could there
be gnyone who could dlscuss the factual errors of the text, if any, more
thoroughly? Is the text the same as that of the megazine articles? (MT)

(Fault for sloppy sentence construction, typoes, errors, etc., must go

90% upon the shoulders of World Publishing, 2 notoriously sloppy outfit.
Some editor there should be canned....postscripts Don.)

John Boston, 816 South First, Mayfiels), Kentucky, 42066
~ SELXERS OF TOMORROW mey not be worth your $6.00 (T got a review copy)-

()



World brought out a $1.35 pb of EXPLORERS OF THE INFINITE this spring
(very well bound), snd may o the same for SEEKERS OF TOMORROW, You'll
see 1t in Speculative Bulletin if I run across s notice: if not, Richard
Witter wlll probgbly stock 1%,

If Pickering thinks there is a lack of examintion of religious sf, I
refer him to Bligsh's THE ISSUE AT HAND. And why do we have gll the fol-
derol of the first page of his article leading up to s page of plot sum-
mary and a paragraph of evgluation? Plckering needs a good job nf edit-
ing--or is thls what remalned gfter edliting?

/Tes, ., RSC Ineluding correctlon of some fascinating
mlsspellings, such as describing Ransom a8 a ‘philogist!t,.
I tragnslated it 28 ‘love student', which may or may not be,
but wasn't what Lewis wrote,.oJﬂg7

Bob Smith, 310840 Sgt? RF Smith, Moorebank Sub Area, Mi1l.PO, Liverpool,
N.5.7., Bustralia.

I must be reglly out of fandom these days., I can't even remember
"Big Sword", let alone the fuss it epparently kicked up in fandom! And
I've not read Brunner's SQUARES OF THE CITY or realised 1t had anything
to do with Chess. Boy! Or maybe I just don't read my Yandro carefullv
enough?)

Batman(ia)} goes on at local (Sydney) cinems this week, I understand,
Rest assured that having screened the 40!'s effort less than a year ago
for 15 Saturdsys to two hundred wiggling kiddies this 1s one Jjoker who
wlll not attend the opening night, The earller one was the highly~prop-
aganda~JToaded Batman, with J. Carrol Naish ag the evil Dr. Dakar, snd
Columbla should have burnt it years ago.

If I might interfere with Cene DeWeegels bad movie gection for s mom-
ent I'd 1ike to tell you gbout the shocker {a William Castle production)
I screenad last night, called "The Night Walker", starring Robert Taylor,
Barbara Stanwyeck(Jeez, they must be in a bad way!) and Lloyd Bochner (of
"Hong Kong" fame). A Univer@al release -~— for which they should be eter-
nally ashamed -~ 1t told the story (prefaced by weird camera-work on
dreams) of a mad and Jeaslous scientist-cum-husband (scarred face with s
pair of sightless, pale immies thet would send a tough Sergeant scream~
ing into the night) who suspects his wife of having an affair with anoth—
er man ~-in her dreams,
mind youl! Said
scientist
then exits
with a loud
vang and g
flash, appa=-
rently melted
along with
most of his
laboratory
(rest of the
house is
saved because
the lab door
was fire-
proof); wife
hears sounds
in the night
that indicate




hubby is dead but won't lay down,etc. The lover of her dreams visits her
(in her dreams, she thinks), take her to an old broken-down church and
merries her, with Preacher and witnesses appearing as evil-looking models;
late hubby gate-crashes, face worse than ever, wife goes Ainto magnificent
screaming act guaranteed to send cold shivers up even Sergeant Zim's back,
everything “whirls", she wgkes up. Oh boy. Robert Taylor, suave Lawyer
Friend of Family, gently hints she is minus s few marbles, but 1s regliy
cause of it all, wearing hubby's face mask; in cahoots, and wishing he
were back in Hong Kong, is Lloyd Bochner as "the Dreamf. Both battle fur-
lously on edge of yawning pit (what's left of lab) and topple in with
reallstic screams and crashes. Wife 1s lefft, pretty much of a wreck,
huddled against wall and sobbing bitterly (so was the projectionist at
this stage, I might add);camera moves away and we mist in on "Pleasant
Dreams!" as the end. Patrons crept out silently, hand in hand and glanc-
ing nervously sbout them; I shut down equipment, 11t g smoke at the filter
end, and strode confidently into the shadows and beddy bye. If 1t appesrs
to you somewhat strange becausé I scattered crumpled newspaper and tacks
ell over the floor of my room, then just put it down to the well-known
eccentrip behaviour nf sergeants... ‘

"Danger Man" may not be quite as fanlastic as UNCLE but it's a 1ot more
believgble. I usually mansge to watch both, ané& enjoy Yem,

Heroes do go down well on televislon, of course, and for a while one
of the most popular out here 1n Australis was "Shintaro" of "The Samurai'
series, A pleasant and different (for Westerners, that is) blend of
authentic Tokugawa Japsn, a "Master Swordsman®", individual baddies who
were characters in their own right, a varylng locaetion showing some oOf
Japan's lesser known but atill besutlful scenery, and bands of "ninja"
or gssassins in black costume and g multitude of tricks. Much was, in-
evitably, lost because of the ‘excretable English dubbingy; but it caught
- on, The series ranged through verious time spots on the TV chsnnel, has

‘settled down to gbout 50 minutes at lunch time on Sundays here in Sydney

now. A 1ot of viewers obtalned a fast eduction in Jspagnese history and
pre-Meiji background ‘Tast!

Don Hutchinson's mention of Ceram's ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE CINEMA is of
interest to me, naturally;. publisher and price, plesse?

Rick Brooks: Every good 8f enthusiast should read EARTH ABIDES!

/Sob also enclosed an account of the Australian sf con, done
for g professional magazine by a non-fan and much less pat~-
ronizing than most of the similar US efforts have been. RSC/

Jim Cawthorn, 4 Wolseley St,, Gateshead &, Co Durham, England

Thanks for Yandros 156/159, Wonder why SF fandom is s8ti1l on the des -
fensive? It ohly néeds the emergence of someone like Kingsley Amis %o
induce shrieking hysteria and genersl nphasval. Could understsnd it
some years ggo, when SF glubs were practically undercover organtzations,
but why now, when even the with~1t kids, the fashion photographers and
the pop groups, drag the subjeet into their press interviews to show
that they know what's what? Of course, there are times when I feel
Just a bit defensive over admitting my 1iklng for » type of fiction that
1s read by fashlon photographers and pop: groupSe..

I'd like.the see New Worlds feature more mgterigl on the order of,
say, liller's BLOOD BAWK (for one thing, 1t would be easler to illustrate)
but who writes it any more? As it 1e, the mag seems to gell well. Bon-
figlioll has resigned the editorship of Impulee, probably because of the
pressure of other activities.
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/T hadn't noticed US stf being quite that popular with
the in-groups, but then it 1sn't as experimental and
mainstream ss the British variety. (I always thought
one did experiments on one's own time, and sold flin-
ished products. Ch well...) RSC/

L. Sprague de Camp, 278 Hothorpe Lane, Vl1llanova, Fa., 19085

~— Thanks for Yandro XIV-6. Ag to JWC's Question on p. 3 about the pos-
sessive form of ngmes snding in s or g sibilant: Doubleday's style book,
which I follow perforce, says théy all form the possessive with 's ex~
cept Classical (OGrseco-Romsn) names ending in s, which employ ' oniy.
Hence Jones's, Mogkowltz's, Horace's, XKing Louls's, Carlos's, Jenghis’'s;
Jesus !, Nikigs', Tiberius', &ec.

Art Hayes, P,0O, Box 135, lMgtachewan, Ontagrio, Canads

“Campbell’s Adeas of the Convention masquerade ball have some merit,
but I don't think it would work as well as he seems to think, First of
all, while the divislon of Still&Movie photography might work, I'd say
that well over half of the gttending fans ere photogrgphers of sorts.
About all I can say 1s to have the fans register, at the registration
desk, as photographers, whether stills or movie, the division, is made
there or not & something on which I've no opinion, But, if, at either
time, all are present, you're bound to have confusion; since there would
be too many non-costumed fazns present.

Preventing confuslon during the ball will require some extra-bright
thinking, something that hasn't been avallgble ot previous conventions,
and which I doubt will be present for some years to come. The only ideas
that did have merlt but which has never been adopted, is for the conven-
tion to provide the lighting, and snnouncing the light values, one type
of lighting for the fens would have to have the right colour film, or
the right conversion Tilter(s). Individual lighting, each photographer
in a confusing panorama, could still be avallable; after the costumed
and the genfans mix, but 1f the photographers had 2 period with conven-
tion provided lightlng, then if they did hesve some film spoilage in the
genersl mixup it would be & hazgrd that they'd have to accept. However,
such convention lishting means additional expenses agnd 1f registragtion
of the photographers took place, they could have 2 csrd for asdmittance
to thespecial photography peried, with a small charge sufficlent to
cover this gdditional evpense. I1'd be wililing to pay a 1llittle extra
for this special expense.

Jim Goodrich, 5 Brewster Drive. Middietomn, New York, 10940

That AHORC ad certainly gets sround; Dodd sent me a copy with the
ldentlical comment as Briney's. Re the Mounties vs FBI gontroversy rag-
ing in Yan, may I mention z new book "Neighbors taken for granted:Canada
& the US" -~ ed, by Merchant, avalleble soon at your friendly local 11b-
rary. Now that u have Spanish masculire plsying cardg, perhaps a Gypsy
fan passing thru will donate a Tarot deck to your collection,/ I assume
San doesn't acknowledge pans, but i1t would be most entertalning to read
his rebuttal to Alex's critique./ Deleese bstter be careful or he'll re-
place Herlan out H'wood way. Hope Tucker doesn't see the "prolector
operator{the Cloddish Comic Relief)" bit./ Am most delited now that u
printed the edifying comments that were intended for your eyes only re
Dick Lupoff's "dlsmissal" of Kaspa. Didn't mean %to upset Dick who usual-
1y pleases me greatly with hls writings; however, if my remarks help
bring Ksspa back into print, I will feel justified in incurring the
"wrath" of Canaverel's editor. May I suggest thet Uncle Don and Terry
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Carr over to the 42nd St.. Library (home of Kaspa's
lions?) where a cordial reference librarisn will help
him find the address of England's equivglent of our
Explorer's Club. Stoneham may be reached thru such an
organization. Even tho I'm g nudist, I wouldn't run
thru the woods without something protecting my loins.
# While on the subject of Kaspa, may I meke an unsolicle
ted testimonial ih behalf of K'scope (v. 2.#2) which -
is devoted to Buster Crabbe who, as all Stoneham and
ERB fans knows, portrgyed both K & T in '33. K'scope
1s loaded with xclnt stilis reproed beautifully (2
Kaspa, 1 Tarz) & offers the 1st Crabbe fllmography
I've ever geen — almost forgdt the ever-popular Flash
; Gordon fotos. All for only 75¢ from Ray Cebans, Jr.,
wmthLifﬁ;émm 95 Dearborn St., East LongMeadow, Mass., 01028./ Ima-
i gine, Buck, thst u dig Hae Yest (Aug.) & The Films of -
W.C. Fields, by Deschner (Sept.)., For our war on pollutipn - Poisons
in the Air by Warshofsky, Pocket Books, $1-. A mag called American
History Illustrated came out last mo,; sounds like u mlght enjoy it.

[1'm trying to finagle a good tarot deck. We have an Ital-
lan playing card deck from Dodd; simllar to the Spanish one,
but apperently Itgllans can only count up to 7 before
switching to face cards. (Spaniards count up to 9.) We have
a tarot deck, for that matter, but i1t seems to be g Ray Palm-—
er special, or something; only 56 cards instead of 72. RS§7

Eric Blake, P,0, Box 26, Jamaica, N.Y,, 11471
~Stephen Pickering's article on Kingdley Amis was most interesting.

Amis's comparison of sclence-fictlon and jazz 1s valid when some sclence
Tiction of the 1950's is considered as well as more recent works. Such
writers as Phillp Jose Farmer, Brisn Aldiss and Fritz Lelber have brough*
to science fiction o disease which has affected "malnsteam" fiction for
severgl decades.— the ailmless, eynlcal story with non-herces agnd anti-
heroes, which ends not far from where 1t bepins, and contazins unnecessary
infusions of violence and sex., This sort of fiction bears the same re-
semblancge to good fiction as Jazz does to good musgic,

Fortunately, this sort of thing seems to be on the decline, I
think thet the revival of the works of Edgar Rlce Burroughs, gnd the Tol-
kien LORD OF THE RINGS were largely responlble for this. Instead of the
faceless, raceless, character-less hero of thls sort of fiction, real
heroes have once more become popular, Unfortunately, there has not been
a "lack of Faulkners and Hemingways in contemporary science flction,"-

Avram Davidson 1s an example of an interesting transition in this re-
gerd, as is lllustrated by "The Kar-Chee Reign" which you review in Yan-
cro #158. He ohce wrote almless 1ittle stories in which "style" counted
for more than plot. Now, with the lncreased interest in real heroes in
sclence-fictlion, he has pone over to thls much healthier sort of fiction-
L see nothing wrong with assuming that an outnumbered and outgunned human-
ity cah overcome an allen race. There sre many examples in history, in-
cluding our own War of Independence, in which the indomitable human will
srinmphed agalnst great odds. ENst

I don't see how Bob Tucker can characteris Look as "reactionary®, Al-
most every issue has articles pralsing Negroes, Kennedys, or liberals,
and someéllmes gll three. : :

Burroughs!s CHESSMEN OF MARS i1s connected with chess. Burroughs in--
20)



vented g Martian game called "jetan", which ls played on a 10 by 10
board, and bears some resemblanee to chess. The c¢limax of the book
comes when the hero and herolnes are forced to fight on a living chess-
bogrd against the villains.

The deCamp limerick which is quoted in Yandro #159 was originally
wrltten as part of an article, in deCamp's usugl cynical style, attacklng
prophecy, DeCamp sald that he could prophesy just as well as Nostradam-
us, but in a more modern verse form. I believe this was part of an art-
icle by him, in elther Astounding or Unknown in 1942 or 1943, If you
have a copy of the Day Index you mighT be able to check thisi

/Yeah, the indomitable human will and the French navy, Even
so, the parallel doesn't hold. The colonlists had weapons
equal to those of the Britlsh (though perhaps not as many
of them). We even had artillery and Henry Knox to handle
1%. We were not sagvages going up agalnst a civilized army.
The African tribes and the American Indians were the ones
who tried that. RSC7

Robert E, Brimey, 176 E. Stadium Ave., West Lafayette, Indiana, 47906

You probably know that Greenleaf is also behlnd aseveral of the series
off old pulp-magazine reprints which are currently coming out under var-—
lous imprints %Regendy and Corinth and possibly others); SECRET AGENT X,
QPERATOR 5, DR. DEATH, and of course THE PHANTOM DETECTIVE, How serious-
ly these things are taken by the pubiishers can be judged from the cover
blurbs, which describe the tltle characters as "bounding (or stalking)
put of the Thirties...."

Just got my copy of the expanded SF Magazine Index 1961-65 by the
MITSFS, 1In reduced slze and photo-offgset, the IBM typeface and the lack
of ordinary punctugtion isn't as obtrusive as 1t was in the mimeographed
verslon, Now gll we need is an appendix wiih informgtion on pen-ngmes...

In Y159 you mention a new magazine, Startling Mystery, a companion to
Magazine of Horror. Does the latter still exist? I haven'!t seen any
Issue since the one with orgnpe Gray Morrow cover (#1.27), which was quite
a vhlle agn, Of course the magazine was never dlstributed loecally, 80
I used to get my coples on trips to Chicago, and I haven't been in Chic-
agotfor slx months., That may explain why I haven't seen any issues re- -
cen lyo

A couple of months ago I got a copy of the latest Whittaker paperback
catalog from Ken Slater. I was immensely pleased to note that the cata-
log listed many Arthur Upfield titles thet I hadn't read, and I imme~
diately ordered all of them from Stater. The first of them just arrived
(THE SANDS OF WINDEE), so I can look forward to
reading a good mystery novel for s change. (Since
no new titles have appesred in many monthe, I as-
sume that Berkley has ceased thelr series of Up-
field books. Wonder why?)

And what ever happened to Pyramid's series
of "Toff" books by John Creasey? There are
s8tlll thirty or forty titles to go...

I see from the 1ist of titles on the Hugo -
ballot that one of the things I wes afraid of .9C3
has happened: Heinlein's novel got on the
1ist., However good 1t 1is {and it looks good
from what 1ittle glancing through it I've
done; I'm watfing for the hsrd cover —— book
club edition ~- before I resd it), one pid-




diing 1ittle installment ls not enouph to justify 1ts presence on the
hallot. I'l1l undoubtedly vote for DUNE, I might be tempted to vote
for Zelezny's novel, except for the fact that It will be eligible again
next year, since it had Just been published as an Ace paperback,

/I dunno, what did happen to the Pyramld series of "Toff®
booxs, Don?  Trust you have the latest —-- I think ~- Magp-
azine of Horror now._ #13; black cover with a bad drawing
6f a glan® spider. . I haven't seen anything of Bizarre ﬂ%-
stery since #3, however; has anyone glse? RSC/

Jim Hall, '202 Taylor Avenue, Crystal City, %o,, 63019

uck, my boy, if you will check up on the l1fe story of James Norman
Hall, you will find that for several years prior to the entry of the US
into WW I, he was flylng in France as a member of the famed Lafayette
Escadrille. Now, it so happens that I was born on Feb,l, 1917-~s0 that
if my name were James Norman Hgll, Jr,, the first name might well have
been Fauxpas, for the sasme reason gs Fauxpas de Nointel, (See James
Branch Cabell's THE SILVER STALLION, of THE LINE OF LOVE, for a clari-
fiction of that reference--glthough I don't think any of your readers.
are 86 naive as to need gny clariflcation.)

So, to answer yourquestlon once and for all, the N stands for Newell.

And as long ‘as I'm writing, I may as well comment on Yandro 160.

I always ‘enjoy hoth editorials, and one of the things I 1like best are
some of your comments on out-of-print gems that you plck up. Especially
appreclated your comments on THE BLUE GROTTO TERROR, I become Quite
nostalglc about Claudy, since I was an ardent reader of Amerlcan Boy
back in the days he was writing for them. Incidentally, another series
of etories from the ssme mggazlne that lingers in my memory were the
tales of pearl diving 1n the South Paciflc by my namesake and Charles
Norghoff,

Concerning Steve Plekering's writing, Jjust for kicks I ran a Fog
Count on a couple of paragraphs from hls review. It came out at a neat
18,8, which means thet a reasnngbly literate person with a Ph.D degree
should be able to understand 1t. Unfortunately, I don't have a Fh.D.,
or even a Masterfg. . : sl T

Furthermore, as you probably know, Fog Count is bgsed on sentence
length, and percentage of long words. Therefore it 1s only useful gs
an inGex to readibility 1f the sentences are constructed logilcsally and
with some consideration for grammar, and if the long words are properly
spelled gnd used in the proper context. This mesns that the Fog Count
doesn‘t even begln to approximgte the confuslon in Piclering's work.

Now, I know that some pecple think I belabot this Fog Count bit a
1ittle too much. Maybe so, but I've found it necessary in my work to
do dulte a bit of fechnical writing, and have even been cglled on to
instruct classes of engineers in this subject -- s0 I guess I am g bit
cf a purist, I believe that anyone can learn to express hlmself clear—~
1y and understandgbly, and, if he wants to have his work published in
Hugo-winning zines, he owes that much to his{and fandom!s) reading pub~
18 ok i N

/I lost most of my respect for the Fog Index when 1t showed
that T couldn't understand my own editorlals, (And I just
know' what numerous fsilthful resders will say to that...) I'm
Yather in favor of clarity myself, but there are a lot of
purple prose fanclers lurking about, RSQ7
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Bill Conner, &77 E. McCreight Ave., Springfield, Ohio

"In the legt Yandro I recelved before the change of address, Thompson
sort of tszkes back what he said to start off the feud in the first place.
This was Ain Yasndro 157.

To quote Don "I nk a good reporter wouldn't hold a man to be a bad
reporter because he had strong opinions and expressed them to friends un
leas these opinions showed up in published stories,"

My comments on the Klan were for Yandro, not the Cleveland Press. I
have written many storlies about persons 1 personally disgusted and wes
disgusted with; I defy anyone to find biass in them."

Now, sports fans (of the sport of fannish feuding) let's go back to
Yandro 152 when Don Thompson first commented on my criticism of Huntley-
Brinkley's coverage of the Ku Klux Klan meetine in Lebanon, Ohio bgck in
May 1965, To quote Don again "I find it hard, even as a more-or-1ess
dedlcated reporter (mostly less) to object to blased reporting of KKK
rallies. I have nothing but Kontempt for the Kreeps in the Klan."

Ok, Don, you would find it hard to object to blased reporting of KKK
rallies, But would you consider the blased reporter a bad reporter? Ap-
parently from your statement in Ygndro 157, you would consider a reporter
whose strong opinions showed up in his storlies a bad reporter, even tho
you would find it hard to object as your said 1n Yandro 152.

I objlect to any kind of bigsed reporting. I find it easy to object
to blased reporting. I think the readers of a newspaper have a right to
expect the news presented as truthfully as possible., I wish more news-
papermen felt this way ~- I'm sure that many of us do, but a1l too often
those in control of some of the biggest and most influentlal newspspers
have a sort of "party 1line" whlch they expect their reporters toc follow.

The "party line" masy not be posted on the office bulletin board, but
if 2 new reporter is sharp, he soon smnses how the blg wheels of the news
paper feel sbout certain subjects and writes his stories accordingly. Re-
porters who don't foilow the unwritten party line usually don't last very
long.

/Tell, that ought to teach you to avold humorous exag=
geratlions when writing in s serious constructive fan-
zine, Don, R3C/

Dailnls Bisenleks, 1033 Pomona, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 48103

Buck, I think I sald strongly enough that I wasn't happy with SILVER-
LOCK, Right?

You're in the Directory 'cause you're a BNF,

I've just read, sort of, UNDERSTANDING MEDIA, I must conclude that
McLuhah 1s either a genius or » crank. He mgkes no concesgssions to the
regder, and he gays everything with the same earnestness, Witness this
peragraph: p. 183% - "Hunptv~Dumpty is the famlliar evample of the clown
unguccessfully imitatlng the acrobat. Just because all the King's horges
and ell the King's men couldn't put Humpty-Dumpty together again, it
doesn't follow that electromggnetic autometion couidn't have put Humpty-
Dumpty back together. The integral and unified egg had no business sit-
ting on a wall, anyway. Walls are made of uniformly fragmented bricks
that arise with speclalisms and buregucracies., They are the desdly ene-
mies of integrgl beings like eggs., Humpty-Dumpty met the challenge of
the wall with a spectacular collapse,"

I would say, Just offhand, that the man has made some shortcuts, or
%eips, in his regsoning, and blandly expects us to follow him. Do you
O Llow? —

The book quected by Stephen Pickering is not experiments but AN EXPERI-
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MENT IN CRITICISM, To anybody bollixed by the blather of bladder-
headed critics, I highly recommend 1¢ - and not just becasuse it con-~
tains a few kind words about sc¢lence fictlon., It's avallsble in
paperback from Cembridge University Press, priced at 8 s, 6 d, I
haven't inquired agbout Americasn publication, but 1t's probebly aveil-
ablen ) !

-If anybody wants » defense of SF that enlarges on the peints ralse
by Lewls, I recommend "Sclence Fiction and Literature® by Robert Con-
quest in Critical Quarterly V.5, #+ (Winter 1963), pp. 355-3%7. Next
time anybody mutters anything about Buckrogers stuff, point him to
that. '

an anybody tell me how, where I cen get a copy of Sturgeon's KING

AND FOUR QUEENS? Among tens of thousands of pgperbacks that Itve
looked at in my career of book collecting, I hsven't seen it once,
Hany osher pb's seem easler to met.,.the Bsrt House pb's of Lovecraft,
t¢ name one example, or H.H.Holmes NINE TIYES NINE.

[You sure thst UNDERSTANDING MEDIA isn't all one big
£at joke? RSC/

Willem Van den Broek, 1128 Birk, Ann Arbor, Michigan, %8103

This 1s the first time 1t hae taken me four days to write a letter
and I've somewhat lost my inspiration, but I'l11l try to continue with
some of the things I had in mind to say. Working like this deesn't
leave much time or energy for anything, which mgkes one begin to ap~
preciate a 1ittle more some of the finer things in 1ife (which I sup-~
pose .was the reason for my not golng to school this summer - for the
first time in six years). The man whom I work under 1s & grest-big
cigar-chewing cuss, with a nssty disposition and a vile personglity,
whose higheat form of recreation is reading a girlie magazine, and
whose greateet expression of frlendllness 1s to mpke g c¢crasss insult,
The man who owns the place must surely be s millionalre, but he puts
in the game 60 hour week I am right now, and I've yet t¢ see his
downward creased mouth bend upwards into a smile, ond he gets mad at
me everytime he sees me. These agre the men our soclety calls success—
ful! Cen you imszgine devoting your life to a furniture store? My
god! That msn will never enjoy hils money. And the cigar chewing man
hss hls wife snd son working out there too. Some terrifilc family life
that must mske for! :

Just saw the TV special on ESP, Menkind has alweys thought it had




truth pegged,
It's the most
natural thing
in the world.
But if you're
willling to ad-
mlt that the
world 1s chahg-
lng, that in-
deed reallity 1s
changirg, gnd
that 1t alwaeys
has been chang-
ing and will
continue to do
g0 for some
time to come,
then 1t becomes
very hard not
to admit that
there are msny
things we don't nnderstand and that there 1s much room for our con-zepts
to be changed to f1lt them in., And necessity; rightness. I don't apree
that psi must by 1ts very nature be forever unreccncligble wlth science,
but the synthesls must be quite somethlng from what we have now; and the
gcreater the chenge the grester the resistsnce (and rightly so). Also
sgw the speclal about Wall Street and the stock nmarket. There was one
thing 1n it which gave me qulite a resgction. It was really kind of welrd
and dquite sclence fictlionagl to see this msn slitting back in his chair
looking al the wall at the numbers going by! It's all asoc agbstract, so
divorced from realityl The man 1s working with pure numbers, and these
numbers make a separate entlty of thelr own, The dollars behind them,
and the reasons for these dollars, 1s something apart and far back in
the mind, It's sort of 1lilke the scene in CITY AND THE STARS where the
person 1s looklng at hundreds of decimsls of pl goling by, looklng for
petterns thest sre very abstract and unnoticed.

/Certainly your boss enjoys his money. "Successful® people
get thet way becsause they enjoy mgking money, not spending
1t. Just as Juanits gets fun out of publishing, not out of
letters of comment snd other such regctions to the publish-
ing. ‘ RS§7

@ene DeWeese, 2718 N. FProspect, Milwaukee,Wisgonsin
Affer reading Srlon's artlcle on WORLD OF A, I propose the following

theory .to account for my liking of the story. {I read it three times in
hlgh school, in the hardecover, end I never redd a word that Campbbll wrote
about—st the time, I didn't even know who Campbell was, other than the
author of THE MIGHTEEST MACHINE, snother of my favorites at the time.)

ost stf storles suffer from, for lack of a better term, explanatory
letdown. The explanation for the mysterious goings on throughout the
gtory is never as interesting as the poings on themselves. In A, the ex-—
planation is equally as mysterlous ss the goings on that led up to 1t.
Therefore, no let down. Simple? (Astuslly, the first time I read it, I
came to the last line, "The face waz hile own.”, and thot ®*Wow! How gbout
that?" The fact that it cleared up absolutely nothing dldn't bother me
at all for quite some time. And by the time I realized there were lots
of loose_cnds, I was ready to read it agaln snyway.

/5imple? Certainly.....RSC/
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Newsletters and stuff: I get tired of saying the same things about gll
these fanzines every month, so I'l1l just lump them together, They're all
well enough done 1f you're interested ln the particular facet of news
that they cover. MAVERINGS #22 (Ethel Lindsay, Courazge House, 6 Langley
Ave, Surbiton, SBurrey - USAgent, Redd Boggs, Box 1111, Berkeley, Calif,
94701 - bi-monthly - 6 for 25¢) Devoted entirely to fanzine reviews; or,
as Bthel prefers to call them, "comment upon fanzines received". (I say
they're reviews and I say they're pretty good.) SPECULATIVE BULLETIN #13
(John Boston, 816 South First St, Mayfield, Ky. 42066 - monthly - 25¢
for 4 issues) News and reviews of professiongl sclence fiction, BROB-
DINGNAG #392 (John A. iicCallum, Ralston, Alberta, Canads — 10%) The bul-
letin of Postal Diplomacy pame 1964C. RATATOSK #35, 36 (Bruce Pelz, Box
100, 3708 Westwood Plaza, Los Angeles, Calif., 90024 - bilweekly - 3 for
25¢) General fan (and some pro) news. FOCAL POINT #23 (Mike McInerney,
?50 W, 16th. 8%, Apt. 5FW, New York, N.Y, - frequent - 3 for 25¢) More
fan and pro news, SKYRACK #90 (Ron Bennett, 52 Falrwgys Drive, Forest
Lane, ‘Harrogate, Yorkshire, #t, Britain - monthly - 6 for 3¢ - I'm the
US agent) British fan and pro news, plus international items like US

fan Betty Kujaswa appearing on B.B,C, television, THT %SFA JOURWAL (Don
Miller, 12315 Judson R4, Wheaton, Md. 20906 ~ blweekly - £%1,50 per year
for Associate Members, via lst-class magild) Officlal organ of the Wash-
ington, D.C. club; east coast fan news, book, magazine and movie reviews,
AALLY! g4, 5, 6 (Lon Atkins, Box 660, Huntgville, Algbsma 35804 - bi-
weekly -~ & for 25¢ - co~gdltor, Al Andrews) Soutﬁern fan news. I'm not
sure I wgs supposed to review this, but they mentloned needing money,...
Al also sent a couple of copies of ABIMELECH, but that was because I'd
made slighting remarke about ALA-apa and he didn't remlize that I maXe
the same sort of remarks about gll apas; I'm pretty much lmpartial.

K-a (Don & Maggie Thompson, 8786 Hendricks Road, Mentor, Ohio 44060) This
ls the official publicatlon of CAPA-alpha, the apa for comic hook fans.
I suppose if I was going to sneer at any particular apa, thls would be
it -- but then, there are otherwlse intelligent people who enjoy old
comlc books. (Lessee, there's Dick Lupoff, and.....errr..,.shh...oh,
surely there must be someone else.) Anyway, they say they're looking for
new. members -- they're so desperate that lHaggie even asked me, though I
bet she'd have collapsed of shock if I'd agccepted. STRAY NOTES (Atlanta
Folk liusic Society, P.0O. Box 7@13, Atlants, Meorgla 30309) This lssue

is produced minus the regular editor; personally I like it better than
the usual ones, BLITZ #l (Lon Atkins, address above - irregular - 20¢

to non-lZ¥ members) A fenzlne devoted to chess. I see I missed sendlng
my name in to the fannish chess tourney; maybe next time. Personglly I'm
rnildly interested in chess, tho I'm not in Lon's category (He just won
the Blrmingham Open; my only foray into tournament chess came 10 years
ago and ended with g 3 - 3 record —— and 25th place -~ in the Indilans
State Championship tournament.) BLITZ came stapled to THE GANESLETTER,
Vol. 2 #7 (Don Miller, address gbove) which is the official organ of the
N3F Games Bureau and covers all sorts of games., {And I haven't forgotten
to gend you the rules of "Emplre®", Don; I just haven't put them on paper
yet. elre still experimenting.) NOTEBOOK #2 (Steve Stiles, US515547738,
Hg & HQ Co, T School Box 683, Ft. Fustis, Virginig 23604 - no prige or
schedule listed) A strictly personal-type, editor-written fanzine, pre-
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sumably published to keep Steve relatively sane (or relstively unsane,
however you define fandom) whlle enduring army 1ife. /An Cntlet, itis
called, and is often reduired by artists, creative individugls, and
plumbers, It's sort of fun, With it comes a rider by Colin Camer¢n, also
in service. // God, but there were a lot of those things this month.

FANXIETY #4 (Gregg Wolforda, 9001 Joyzelle, Garden fGrove, Calif. 92640 -
20¢ ~ monthly, he says) In fact, he gets Quite gssertive agbout it (what'd
I say? I didn't even snort at you.) David Bradley wresents his ddeas of
Utopia (or at least a better world). Arnie Katz reviews an article by
"Leslie Reece" in g previous issue, concluding with Norm Clarket!s line
that “Fandom heeds new fuggheads!, (Someone, in my presence, wondered
audidly if Arnie was preclsely the right individual to utter lines 1llke
that. I chuckled knowingly and said nothing.)} There's an interegting
lettercolumn. But can't you do something about that dim purple ditto,
Gregg? I've geen office machines run by addlepated highschool girls that
produced better copy than that.

TRANSITRON # (Fred Gottschelk, 205 So. Case Hall, Michigan State Univ.,
East Lensing, Mich. 48823 — quarterly - 15¢) Steve Pickering writes about
fandom and Lee Carson refutes him. (This is getting monotonous; why not
have someone write an anti-Plckering article first, and then have Steve
refute it? Fair's falr; he should get in the last word occasionally.) Oh
yes; Syd Thomas also refutes Pickering. Two on one; tch, Don D'Ammassa
writes a sequel to an H.G, Wells story; qQuite well done. And Ray HNelson
promotes LSD.

NYARLATHOTEP #3% (Ben Solon, 3933 N. Janssen, Chicago, Illinois 60613 -
irregular - 30¢ - British Agent, Alan Dodd) Ben comments on Pickering in
his editorial. One thing you hgve to say for Steve; he's become one of
the mogt talked-agbout and written-about fans in the country. Alex Pan~—
shin reviews Donald Hamllton's work, George Price rsils against mlsin-
terpreted texts that have tecome houschold phrases {such as "the excepi-
ion proves the rule"), John Boardman says the Ku Klux Klan 1s Hasty,
Dean Natkin objects to "teach-ins", there is o short humorous item by
Robert Bloch, and a long and good lettercolumn. Reproduction is excell-
ent except for the parts where he let the stencil wrinkle; a few 1lines
here and there are blotted out completely. Oh yes; there is verse by
Phyllls Klelnstein and Roger Zelauny, and a story by Phyllis. One of

the better of the new fanzines.

FULP ERA #73 (Lynn Hickman, 413 Ottokee Street, Wauseon, Ohio 43567 —
bimonthly - 35¢¥ As the name sugpests, it's deveoted to the pulp mags.
Lynn generally ignores the stf pulps (as having been exumined by all
the other fanzines) and concentrztes on things liks DOC SAVAGE, YINGS,
etc., This igsue includes a short article, plus compiete index, of
FIRATE STORILS and HICGH SEAS ADVENTURES, pius the Tirst installment of
i index to ARGOSY, a parody of Doc Savage, a rather superficlial art-
icle on forelgn interest in Tprzan, and Terry Jeeves' column on old
British mags. Plus letters, of course. Since Lynn has his own multilith,
the artwork is exceptional, featuring Dave Prosser and a beautiful
nortfolio of George Barr's work, Beautiful nmag.

FAN-FIC #3 (David Dewsnap, 4 Eldredge St, Wewton, Mass, 02158 - twice

& year - 20¢) A half-sized multilithed mag. Feature item 1s a story by
Eando Binder which was written orlglinglly for SCIEMCE FICTION PLUS, ac-
companied by an article on Binder and an interview with Binder. There
i8 also an article on Thorne Smith. A big improvement over the second
lesue, and well worth the time of a serious fan.
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WEIRD TALES IN THE THIRTIES (Reglnald Smith, 1509 No. Mar-Les, Santa

Ana, Callf, 92706 - one-ghot - 26¢) A ”O—page egsay on WETIRD, It reminded
me some of Rogers! Requiem For Astounding (as much as a FOmpage article
can remind one of g 200-page DOOK), I1here is a brief history of “WEIRD,
plus 8mith's opinion and comment on the authors of the 1930!s, which he
conglders to be WEIRD's best period, Rating...7

ZEHITH SPECULATION #13% (Pete‘Weston, 9 Porlock Crescent, Northfleld,
Birmingham 31, Great Britain - quarterly - 30¢ - USAgent. A. J. Lewis,
4600 Kester Ave, Apt. D, Sherman Ogks, Callf. 91405) Somswhat over 40
pagesg of comment on current sclence flection; primarily boock and magazine
reviews, but some general criticism. A new fegture is the continugtion
of F,ki, Busby's "Plow" column from the old CRY. (What sort of persussion
did you use, Pete? He wouldn't do 1t for YANDRO when I asked.) Rating..®

PAStell, June '66 (Bjo Trimble, 12002 Lorna St., Garden Grove, Calif.
9o6L1 - irregular - 5 for $1,00) The fanzine for fah artists, There is
news of various fan art shows; an article by Art Rapp on addlng color to
one's fanzine by use of rubber stgmps {on a 250 copy run? He's out of his
cotton-pickin! mindl), heéktograph, and hand stencilling (offhand I would
guess that all of these methods are more trouble than they're worth,but
you might went to experiment); snd an article on the sale of prints gnd
coples of artwork, plus plugs for the Children's Art Show. For artists
and fanzine editors interested in artwork,

STARLING #8 (Hank Luttrell, Route 13, 2936 Barrett Statlon Rd, Xirkwood,
Missourl 63122 - 25¢ - no schedule listed) A general-type fanzihe wich
seems to be largely letter-column this round. There are reviews, by the
edltor, Joe Sanders, and Steve Pickering (who does very well except for
indulging in hls tendency to call everyone he doesn't like an “anti-~
intellectual", a tendency which hasgs caused more than one fan recently to
publicly wonder 1f he knows what the word means). The letters are good
and lnformatlive, particularly one from Jack Gaughan. Rating.....?

AMRA #40, 41 {(Amra, Box 9120, Chicago, Illinoig 60690 — irequent - 35¢)
-More lovely artwork, particulgrly in the interiors of #0 and the cover
of #41, This is the fanzine for sword-asnd-sorcery fans; itis gso good
that it's even enjoyed by a fan like me, who dlslikes Burroughs Howard,
Merritt and most of the other uwriters dlscussed in its pages. These 1s-
sues are multillthed, 3/4 size, 20 peges apiece, They include g review
of a deCamp book by Lin Carter, s comment on the novels of Leslle Bar-
ringer by deCamp, an article on Psracelsus by "C C Hebiron', a short
story by Carter, a poem by Carter, a review of a Mike Moorcock novel by
deCamp, a short piece on the humor of Howard by Dave Hall, snd an art-
icle on the "Cthulu lythos" stories of Howard by Ben Solon, All are at
legst reasonagbly well-written, though some aren't as good as the gccom-
panying artwork. Rating.....9

THE SCARR #102 (? AT HAPPENED TO ALL THOSE ISSUES I NEZVTR GOT, CHART-
ERS2}?) (George Charters, 3 Lancaster Ave, Bangor, Northern Ireland -
no price or schedule listed) I nearly alwmys enjoy every bit of this one,
George hes the same ideas sbout stf thet I do, lncluding a dislike of
J.G. Ballard and vast amusement over the idiotic errors in the average
bad stf novel, {Not to mention puns like "gllergy in e country church-
yard",) In other words, we're both low-brows. James White describes his
apprenticeship as a volunteer stagehand Tor Gllbert & Sulllvan product-
lons; remainder of the mag 1s editor-written comments on bad stf, oc-
casional good stf, non-stf, autos, ete., plus a short letter column,
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Robert M, Allen, 20 CGardiner Ave, Regina, Saskagtchewan, Canada, sends

a list of back-issue fanzines that he wants. I don't have any to sell,
but if you do, contact Robert, {Note; there is no such fanzine gs YANDRO
#1; the firet 35 issues of the mag were titled EISFA.)

AUSLANDER #3 (Dave Hulan, Box 422, Tarzsna, Calif. 91356 - bimonthly -
20¢ - co-editor, Ed Cox --. gee, EdCo 1s g co-ed) A lot of this concerns
the Hugo Awards; John Trimble, George Scithers, Roy Tackett gnd Don Woll-
helm discuss them directly, while Cox uses them as a basis for a review
of the short fiction in ANALOG during 1965. Cy Condra writes on one of
the sources of Lovecraft (not demonology, but a voyage of exploration),
the editor does reviews, and varlous people write letters, Rating...b6

WEIRDON #9 (Dennis Cunningham, 1572 Willowdale Drive, San Jose, Calif,
95118 - irregular - 25¢) Devoted to comics and horror movies. The edit-
or says that "at heart" he's an EC fen ~- that's somethlng I can glmost
understand. Certainly the old IC line had far more to recommend it than
ahy of the other comlca did. The movie reviewer gives ratings somewhat
hlgher than I would to the old movies he lists, but at least he does ad-
mlt that they aren't the greatest things in the world. There 1ls a long
article by Bill Spicer on the Comlics Code -- malnly on what 1t ig, not
on it s value (or lack of same). Maybe comies and horror fandom has grown
up a bit since I was deluged wilth samples of bad fanzines g couple or
three years ago. WEIRDOM 1s certainly a 1ot better than the stuff belng
put out then (s are several other comics mags I've recelved recently.)
It still isn't s subject thst interests me grestly, however.

ZINGARO #7 (Mark Irwin, 1747 Elmwood Drive, Highland Perk, Illinois
60035 ~ quarterly - 25¢) Entirely edltor-written except for an article
by lieil Ruzic ("The Case For CGoing To The Moon", which I feel is com-
pletely wassted on fandom; we already want to go to the moon) and the
lettercolumn, Edltorlal material 18 primarily reviews {books end fan-
zines), The lettercolumn is short but interesting. Rating.....4

SATYR #2 (John D. Berry, 35 Dusenberry R4, Bronxville, N.Y. 10708 -
irregular - no price listed) A hslf-sized dittoed mag, 4o pages, good
reproduction, There are two fanzine review columns, an article on the
"Batman" tv show by Tom Dupree, some humor and letters, Not really a
lot to comment on; a rather mild fanzine. Rating. ...t

A CAW OF PAINT, A POT OF GLUE, AND . . #2 (Kotya Hulan, Box 422, Tarzana,
Celif. ~ irregular? -~ 10¢) Another issue of the fangne for interior dec-
orators, Or, how to turn rubblsh into useful articles. Worthwhile, pre-
sumgbly, for households trying to give a good appearsnce without spend-
ing too much money. (This household glves a sloppy appearance without
.spending any money, so there doesn't appear to be too much useful 1n-
formation in the fanzine for us.) Usually the advice seems good, but
there was one item about an antiquing kit "that will do a large chest

or TV console". The idea of somebody trying to make a tv set look an-—
tique sends me into spasms. ‘

ERGO S #40 (Paul “yszkowskl, Box 3372, Station C, Ottawa 3, Ontario,
Canada - quarterly - free to people the editor finds interesting) If
you want to get an lssue, write him an lnteresting letter, There 1is
consideragble poetry, several comments by the editor on the nature of
Man, LSD, the war on poverty, etc. This isn't a stf fanzine; it's a
journal of personal lnterest. Presumably how well you llke 1t wlll de-
pend on how much interest you hgve in other people, and how close your
interests colnelde wlth those of the edltor. -

CTHON #1 (Lee Carson, 206 S. Case Hall, MSU, East Lansing, Mich. 48823
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~ no price or schedule listed) This reminds me of g Michlgan version of
the MIT faenzine; an 1lntermingling of serious materlal, college jokes,

and gbsolute nonsense, {If I ever figure out which is which, I think I'll
enjoy 1it.) - Rating..:.tk

PHILE #1 (Grahem Charnock, 1 Eden Close, Alperton, Wembley,liddx,, Gt, ‘
Britain - irregular --for trade or letters of comment) Entirely editor—
written thls time, Fiction, reviews, and an article on brutality in stf.
A small mag; not bad for a first lssue. . Rating.,.3%

DYNATRON #28 (Roy Tackett, 915 Green Valley Road NW, Albuquerque, New
liexlco 87107 - quarterly - for "four five-cent postage stamps" or becguse
he likes you,) Roy herein nostalgizes about the dear dead days of his
youth -- and mgkes it fairly interesting, too, Could be subtitled "How
Fans Get That Way" -- and 1t's interesting to compare it with Wilkie
Connor's saga as reported in PULP ERA, Fans are born, not made. John Bos-
ton tries to deflne acience flection. Art Rapp nostalglzes ahbout fanclub
fenzlnes; he thinks they were a lot better than I do., And there is g
fabulous lettercolumn. Rating...o’

NO~EYED MONSTER #7, 8, combingd with MERK-MAG #3, 4 (Norman Masters,

Box 79, Ortonville, Michigsn 48462 - irregular - 25¢) These mags gre
stapled back-to-back, Ace Books style; editor of MERK-MAG i1g John Merkel.
Both feature fan fiction, Merkel pads his out with excessively bad art-
work and an equally bad "comlc strip". MHasters has a pretty good article
on gothic novels 1in one issue and an. article by Pickering on the soclal
functlon of science fiction in the other. Primarily, however, the mags
are for fiction lovers. I'm not one; however, I do belleve that the con-
tents have lmproved considerably slnce the first issues I saw. Certainly
they should be enjoyed by the average follower of fan fiction, (If you
are 1n fandom for humor, personalitles, and/or studles in depth of pro-
fessional stf, then thess mags aren't lntended for you s2nd you probably
won't enjoy them. ) Rating...k

FOT POURRL #t1, 42, 43, Uk U5 gnd TYE DALNED PATROL #3 (John Berry,
31 Campbell Park Ave, Belmont, Belfest.4, Northern Ireland - more or
less quarterly - no price llsted) DAMNED PATROL seems to be the more
or less officlal organ of one of our newest splinter groups; alrplane
fandom. I don't seem to be much of an eirplsne fan. POT POURRI contgins
a variety of material; detectlve fictlon, notes on archaelogical expe—
ditions to old housges, an explanatlon of cricket which I don't think I
completely understand, humor, etc. The expedition, incidentally, was a
sequel to that mentioned in POT FOURRI #36, to the ruined home of the
crackpot {"exotic personality", John calls him) Bishop Hervey. It alao
reveals a trophy-gathering method which I would be tempted to clagsify
a8 _Serlous Gonstructlive Vandalism, The 1ssues are dqulte Anterestilng,
well reproduced, and wlth good tho lnfredquent artwork. A& bargain at the
price. Ratdnge...o.of

LNVADER #11 (Joe Stgton, Springer Hall, Murray State University, Murray,
Kentucky 42072 - irregular ~) And I note that this is for TAPS, with
outgide distribution "restricted to a closed mgiling list'. So there
isn't much po.nt in reviewing 1t. Might be well to note, however, that
Joe's address from Aug. 5 to Sept, 12, Joe's address will be 469 Ennis
St, Milgn, Tennessee 38358, and that after Sept. 12 he wlll be back at
nurrgy State, but at Richmond Hall instead of Springer.

from an advertisement for a fanzine: "..,a serious fanzine.... XXXXXXX
has constantly aimed at such a mapgazine..." But it deoesn't say which

of the serlous fanzines they're alming at,
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